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1647 plentifully bespattered with royalist abuse, which harped on his supposed brewing ancestry, his copper nose, his deeds of sacrilege (uthe Devil's groom that turns churches into stables "), his alleged cowardice in battle.1 But now the bottle-nose was forgotten and the charges flew higher; it was hinted that the brewer was aiming at a throne.

Thou art the King of our New State And worthy to undoo us.2

661 hope Cromwell will not imagine himself a King, though in this Trago-Comedy he personates a King."3 In various parodies of the Creed England was enjoined to worship " no God save Oliver," and to confess its belief in " Cromwell, the Father of all Schisms, Heresy and Rebellion, and in his only son Ireton."4 From another angle the presbyterians were accusing him of trampling upon parliament, and of being an agent-provocateur with the army, though posing as a peacemaker ; while John Lilhurne, crar/y with dreams and self-conceit, was raving against him as a turncoat and a traitor. He had acquired the first warrant of statesmanship, a motley of contradictory oppositions.

One fact was clear to him. His strength lay in the army which he had led, and in no other quarter. One principle, too, was taking shape in his mind. He still firmly believed in government by parliament as Pym had expounded it, but he no longer believed in this parliament. Ireton had given him words for a vague faith which had always been at the back of his head; sovereignty lay in the people of England, and in a parliament only in so far as it truly represented them. But the English people must also be the people of God, and for the moment that happy combination was best exemplified in the army. The problem was how to give a

1  See e.g. Ad Populum, or a Lecture to the People* 1G44 (Th,); The Character of a London Diurnall, 1645 (Th.) ; A Case for the City-Spectacles, 1047 (Th.); Cromwell's Panegyrick, 1647 (Th,).

2  The Cities' Welcome to Colonel Rich, etc., 1647 (Th.).

3  Mercurius Pragmaticus, Sept. 1647 (Th.),

4  The Parliament's Ten Commandments;   The Citietf Ten Commandments, 1647 (Th.).